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John Thurman is credited with establishing the business enterprise 

that helped lay the foundation for a community that would later bear 

his name. Long before settlers arrived in the Adirondack wilderness, 

Thurman had built a successful career as a merchant and businessman 

in colonial New York. 

Born and baptized in New York City in the early 1730s, John was the 

son of John and Elizabeth Wessels Thurman. His family was well 

established in the city, with roots tracing back to both early English 

and Dutch colonial settlers. After the death of his mother in 1736, 

John's father remarried, and the family eventually grew to include ten 

children. 

By 1765, Thurman had established a thriving dry goods import 

business at the corner of Williams and Wall Streets in New York City. Family wharves on both the East 

and Hudson Rivers supported a wide-ranging trade network. Imported goods arrived from overseas 

through the East River, while pelts and other products from northern New York moved through the 

Hudson River wharf. 

As a prominent merchant, Thurman became involved in colonial affairs during the years leading up to 

the American Revolution. Like many New York businessmen, he opposed British trade restrictions and 

taxation policies that affected colonial commerce. His success in business and public affairs made him 

one of the influential merchants of his generation. 

In June 1776, Thurman purchased 25,200 acres of land in 

northern New York. The property became known as the 

Thurman Tract and included lands that would later form 

part of the present-day Town of Thurman. Unlike many 

other colonial land grants, however, the purchase was not 

fully recognized by New York State after the Revolution, 

forcing Thurman to repurchase the property years later. 

The story of that land, and how the Town of Thurman 

came to bear his name, is a fascinating chapter in 

Adirondack history. 

But that is another story.  

 

Continue the Story 

Learn how the Thurman Tract was established, why John Thurman was forced to repurchase his land, 

and how the Town of Thurman came to bear his name in Part II of this series, available in an upcoming 

issue of the Warrensburgh–Thurman Historical Society Quarterly. 
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